Ectopic pregnancy and seasonality
Dear Sir, We read with great interest the letter on seasonality in ectopic pregnancy by James (1994) and the preceding article by Coste et al (1994) , suggesting significant seasonality in ectopic pregnancy in their data.
We have also studied the seasonality of ectopic pregnancies in Turku, Finland, in 1983 during the so-called ectopic pregnancy 'epidemic' in Finland during the early 1980's (Makinen 1987). We failed to find a significant seasonality in ectopic pregnancies, as did Warren et al (1986) previously. Nor was an association found between ectopic pregnancies and the moon cycle. A slight increase in the acute manifestations of this disorder took place in late July in relation to deliveries which in contrast subsequently rose some seven months later ( Figure 1 ). However, both of these increases were correlated with the level of conceptions which are concentrated in May and June in Finland (Kauppila et al, 1988) . Although we agree with Coste et al. (1994) on the need for stimulating debate of all matters of ectopic pregnancy, we do not believe that the key to understanding the aetiology of this condition is its seasonal occurrence.
